38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” said Mary; “may it happen to me as you have said.” 

Luke 1:38

Some of the things I hear people say at the moment are, “Well, you've just got to get on with it, haven't you?”  or “It'll be what it'll be.”  And another thing some people say at the end of nearly every sentence is, “That's it.” - as if that's all that there could possibly be to say on the subject.

It's possible to read Mary's acceptance of God's calling to her to be the mother of the Messiah like this, as fatalistic acceptance that that is just the way it will be and she might as well get on with it.  What choice did she have?  If an angel tells you something is going to happen, then it's going to happen.

Of course, Mary isn't the only one to have been asked to do or accept something extraordinary by God.  Her cousin Elizabeth and Elizabeth's husband Zechariah were also called clearly by God to take a special part in his plan.  Elizabeth was old and childless, and God told Zechariah that she would have a baby, in answer to Zechariah's prayers, his years of praying.  The child would be called John and he would be a prophet, preparing the way for God's coming.  Zechariah, however, argued with God - “How shall I know if this is so?  I am an old man, and my wife is old also.”  Zechariah is then told that it will happen nonetheless, but because he chose to think that God may not be speaking the truth – the “How shall I know” part of his response – Zechariah won't get to speak at all until it happens.

Mary's response is completely different.  She too says, “How can this be?” but this is not an argument with God, it is a wondering how it could all happen as she has been told.  She is willing for it to happen, but wants to know how.

Zechariah is called and he says: “That's not possible”.  Mary is called and she says: “Okay, but how?”

But neither is Mary just saying, “Well, if that's what's going to happen, we'd better just get on with it.”  Nor is she saying, “It'll be what it'll be.”  Her response shows the difference between trusting God and just giving in to circumstance.

For following on from her wondering, is her embracing of God's message.  God has called her to a seemingly impossible task – you are a virgin and you will have a son who is going to be the Saviour of the world”, and she basically says, “Yes, I will do it and trust you for all that that will lead to, even if I do not know what that will be.”

We are all being called by God to cope with seemingly impossible tasks at the moment, to trust him as we set out on a journey when we do not know the end.  This is a high calling, an important calling, and we can all choose what we do in the light of this calling.

Do we rebel and say, “I can't do it!”? -  not acknowledging the fact that that is actually always the case – we can't do anything without God.

Do we just give in to the circumstance? – merely survive from day to day in the hope that at some point things will be different again.

Or do we wonder at what God is calling us to be today?

Do we trustingly ask, “How can this be?  You think I can do this? 

And do we then say, with Mary, “I am the Lord's servant, may it happen to me as you have said”?
