A SERVICE OF THE WORD FOR PASSION SUNDAY
1 

Gathering
1.1

Hymn – God is Love



Ctrl-click here for God is Love on YouTube
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GREETING
2.1

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit:



And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen.
2.2

We are gathered together as the family of God




in our Father’s presence




to offer praise and thanksgiving




to ask forgiveness of our sins




to hear and receive God’s holy Word




to pray for the needs of the world




and to seek God’s grace




that through Jesus Christ our Lord




and in the power of the Holy Spirit



we may give ourselves to God’s service.
3

PRAYERS OF PENITENCE AND FORGIVENESS
3.1

Return to the Lord, who will have mercy:



to our God, who will richly pardon.           

(Isaiah 55.7)



A time of silence is kept
Creator of the world, have mercy



Kyrie eleison 
Source of all goodness, have mercy 


Kyrie eleison



Wash away our sins




Kyrie eleison



Light of the world, have mercy



Christe eleison



Strength of the faithful, have mercy


Christe eleison



Look on us, wounded by sin



Christe eleison



Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, have mercy

Kyrie eleison 



One God in three persons, have mercy


Kyrie eleison



Renew your Spirit within us,  and give us new life
Kyrie eleison



After the Kyrie, a short silence is kept before saying


May the Lord forgive what we have been,



help us to amend what we are



and direct what we shall be,



through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

(SEC Daily Prayer 1988)
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Psalm



Psalm 130, in Anglican chant by King's College Choir, Cambridge


Ctrl-click here to hear Psalm 130 on YouTube
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  COLLECT OF THE DAY



Let us pray silently together

silence

Merciful God, look upon your family as we travel to the foot of the cross: and by your great goodness, guide us in body; that, by your protection, we may also be preserved in heart and mind; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.

II 

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD
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READINGS FROM HOLY SCRIPTURE
Old Testament Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14
37 The hand of the Lord was on me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the Lord and set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me to and fro among them, and I saw a great many bones on the floor of the valley, bones that were very dry. 3 He asked me, ‘Son of man, can these bones live?’

I said, ‘Sovereign Lord, you alone know.’


4 Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones and say to them, “Dry bones, hear the word of the Lord! 5 This is what the Sovereign Lord says to these bones: I will make breath enter you, and you will come to life. 6 I will attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you will know that I am the Lord.”’


7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. 8 I looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them.


9 Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, “This is what the Sovereign Lord says: come, breath, from the four winds and breathe into these slain, that they may live.”’ 10 So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life and stood up on their feet – a vast army.


11 Then he said to me: ‘Son of man, these bones are the people of Israel. They say, “Our bones are dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.” 12 Therefore prophesy and say to them: “This is what the Sovereign Lord says: my people, I am going to open your graves and bring you up from them; I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 Then you, my people, will know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves and bring you up from them. 14 I will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and I will settle you in your own land. Then you will know that I the Lord have spoken, and I have done it, declares the Lord.”’
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.
Gospel Reading: John 11:1-45
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John
Glory to Christ our Saviour!
11 Now a man named Lazarus was ill. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 (This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay ill, was the same one who poured perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet with her hair.) 3 So the sisters sent word to Jesus, ‘Lord, the one you love is ill.’

4 When he heard this, Jesus said, ‘This illness will not end in death. No, it is for God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through it.’ 5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So when he heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed where he was two more days, 7 and then he said to his disciples, ‘Let us go back to Judea.’


8 ‘But Rabbi,’ they said, ‘a short while ago the Jews there tried to stone you, and yet you are going back?’


9 Jesus answered, ‘Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Anyone who walks in the day-time will not stumble, for they see by this world’s light. 10 It is when a person walks at night that they stumble, for they have no light.’


11 After he had said this, he went on to tell them, ‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I am going there to wake him up.’


12 His disciples replied, ‘Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better.’ 13 Jesus had been speaking of his death, but his disciples thought he meant natural sleep.


14 So then he told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead, 15 and for your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.’


16 Then Thomas (also known as Didymus) said to the rest of the disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we may die with him.’


17 On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 18 Now Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, 19 and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home.


21 ‘Lord,’ Martha said to Jesus, ‘if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 
22 But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.’


23 Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’


24 Martha answered, ‘I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.’


25 Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?’


27 ‘Yes, Lord,’ she replied, ‘I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to come into the world.’


28 After she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside. ‘The Teacher is here,’ she said, ‘and is asking for you.’ 29 When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31 When the Jews who had been with Mary in the house, comforting her, noticed how quickly she got up and went out, they followed her, supposing she was going to the tomb to mourn there.


32 When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.’


33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. 34 ‘Where have you laid him?’ he asked.


‘Come and see, Lord,’ they replied.


35 Jesus wept.


36 Then the Jews said, ‘See how he loved him!’


37 But some of them said, ‘Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?’


38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the entrance. 39 ‘Take away the stone,’ he said.


‘But, Lord,’ said Martha, the sister of the dead man, ‘by this time there is a bad odour, for he has been there four days.’


40 Then Jesus said, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?’


41 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, ‘Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.’


43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth round his face.


Jesus said to them, ‘Take off the grave clothes and let him go.’


45 Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 
Give thanks to the Lord for his glorious Gospel!
Praise to Christ our Lord.
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SERMON
Ezekiel 37:1-14, John 11:1-45.  Passion Sunday
Where do we find ourselves in these stories we have just read?

It doesn't feel like we're at the point of seeing breath entering dry bones, or standing outside the tomb rejoicing as Lazarus comes out.

Doesn't it feel like we're being lead around a valley full of dry bones – very many, very dry bones?  Doesn't it feel like we've sent messages to Jesus to come and yet he delays his coming?  Are we crying out, with Mary and Martha, “If you had been here, this would not have happened?”

Before Lent in our Sunday Old Testament readings, we had weekly visions from Isaiah that spoke of a not-too-distant country where God has made all things new.  It now seems further off than ever before – all we perhaps dream of now is a vision of a country where all that we knew before is normal again, but, as we are gradually discovering, that may not be where we are going.  The new normal may well will not be the same as the old normal, the world is changing before our eyes, or is sometimes hidden from our eyes – what really is happening in Italy?  In Iran?  Even in our own country beyond our rather narrowed horizons?


God knows what is happening inside each and every locked-down household.

God follows the spread of this virus more closely than any testing program ever could.

God knows every person that's being tested by this time,

feels the pain for the sick and bereaved,

knows the uncertainty created by lost jobs and incomes,

knows the limits of people endurance as they carry on with work for others.

And God is love.

He doesn't just know each of those people

He loves them.

Imagine how that feels for him.

If you listened to God is Love earlier in the service, you'd have heard the second verse:

“And when human hearts are breaking

under sorrow's iron rod

then they find that self-same aching

deep within the heart of God.”

Jesus wept as he saw and felt the sorrow at the tomb.

The sorrow caused by this one death

Perhaps feeling the sorrow caused by all death, for he is God

Perhaps knowing too where he was going.

Going to Gethsemane

Going to betrayal

Going to the cross.

Going to pay the price that will deal with death once and for all.

But for now, he weeps with us at the state of the world and what is to come yet.

Jesus knew Lazarus was dying and yet waited to come until he was dead, until it was well beyond any earthly hope.  Ezekiel too was called to a desolate place and was asked, “Can these dry bones live?”  Ezekiel is wise in his reply, “Only you know that, God.”  For I think he himself despaired of it.

In this time of crying out, Jesus speaks to us, as he spoke to Mary and Martha – kindly, softly, assuredly, with total understanding and empathy.

Into our time of crying out, we need to hear Jesus saying to us as we stand together surveying the scene, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?”.

In every situation, in life or death, God can be glorified.  If we hold on to the one who is the resurrection and the life, this is true.  Even now, God can be glorified.  Even now, the bones can live.  Even now, Lazarus can walk from the tomb.

The current crisis reminds us in the West, if we did not already know, that death is not something we have any more right to avoid than anyone else.  I think we are now more in the situation that much of the world always finds itself in, that death is a near companion, not something distant, ignorable, that can be put off.

But it is not something to be feared.

When God asked Ezekiel to prophesy he could have refused.  What would be the point?

When Jesus asked for the stone to be rolled from Lazarus' tomb, did Martha not cry out, “But the smell?”

And yet Ezekiel prophesied.  The stone was rolled away.

The bones grew flesh and received God's breath.  Lazarus walked out and was free.

The danger is that we remain paralysed, stuck only in the part of the story where we cry out – that we lose the hope in the God who gave life, gives life, whose very breath is life and who will make all things new.

We must prophesy to our world, we must show them that the stone that seems to seal our fate, is not too heavy for God.

For we do not live in the same time as Ezekiel or Mary and Martha.  We know how Jesus' story ends – they did not.

It does not end with betrayal, it does not end with beatings and accusations, it does even end with the cross.

It ends with emphatic life.

Life even greater than it was before – death defeated, sins forgiven, freedom offered to all people and Christ Risen as Lord over all!

So we somehow need to carry these thoughts together:

Even as we are worried for ourselves and for the world, we must look up and around and see God's glory today – it will be there to be seen.  Even as the valley seems drier, so our small faith to prophesy still in our time will be multiplied by a good God who will be glorified.

We are at the beginning of Passiontide.  We know what the end of this time was for Jesus.  We do not know the end of this time for us.  We know the Resurrection and the Life.  As he grieves with us, let us trust him, though still bewildered and wondering, even as Mary and Martha did.
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REFLECTION



A time of silence
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Do you believe in God the Father?

I believe in God, the Father almighty,


creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in God the Son?

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,


who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit


and born of the Virgin Mary,


suffered under Pontius Pilate,


was crucified, died and was buried;


he descended to the dead.


On the third day he rose again;


he ascended into heaven,


he is seated at the right hand of the Father,


and he will come again 


to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

I believe in the Holy Spirit,


the holy catholic Church,


the communion of saints,


the forgiveness of sins,


the resurrection of the body,


and the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION



Prayer is offered for the world and its people, for those who suffer and those 
in need, for the Church and its members.
Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Do not bring us to the 


time of trial

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, 

the power
and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.
We meet in Christ’s name.




Let us share his peace.
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OFFERING
The offerings you bring to your churches are here acknowledged before God

Generous God,


accept the offering of your people 


for the work of your Church, 


through Jesus Christ our Lord.  


Amen.
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ACT OF DEDICATION
12.1
25 Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?’
(John 11:25,26)


Lent


Incline your ear to me; * 



make haste to answer when I call.


Incline your ear to me; * 



make haste to answer when I call.



You will arise and have compassion on Zion, 



for it is time to have pity upon her.


Make haste to answer when I call.



Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.


Incline your ear to me; *


make haste to answer when I call.
12.3 

Almighty God,


we thank you for the gift of your holy word:



may it be a lantern to our feet,



a light upon our paths,



and a strength to our lives.



Take us and use us to love and serve all people



in the power of the Holy Spirit



and in the name of your Son,



Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
(Common Worship)
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Hymn: Great is Thy faithfulness
Ctrl-click here for Great is Thy Faithfulness on YouTube
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DISMISSAL
14.1 

The Lord be with you.



The Lord bless you.
(Ruth 2.4)

14.2 

Let us bless the Lord.




Thanks be to God.
14.3 

Christ crucified draw you to himself, to find in him a sure ground for faith, a 


firm support for hope, and the assurance of sins forgiven; and the blessing of 


God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and 



remain with you always.  Amen.
